
  
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
 

On Monday, May 10, 2021, all 12 Lenawee County public school district 
superintendents met with representatives from the Lenawee County Health 
Department (“Health Department”) for the purpose of reviewing the mandatory 
quarantine of students who were in close-contact with a COVID-19 positive person 
while in school.  
 
After consultation with the Health Department and in accordance with Public 
Health Order 2021-1, beginning today, May 11, 2021, Lenawee County public 
schools will no longer require students who were in close contact with a COVID-19 
positive person while at school to quarantine from school or school-associated 
activities, unless quarantine is required by the Lenawee County Health Department 
such as in the case of a school outbreak or if the close contact occurred in the 
home. Although students may not be required to quarantine, schools will continue 
to conduct contact tracing and will inform those individuals who are believed to 
have been in close contact with a COVID-19 positive person.  
 
This decision has been made in part after consideration of nearly a full school year 
of data surrounding school-associated cases of COVID-19. With limited exception, 
the data collected by Lenawee County school districts suggests that COVID-19 
spread is not occurring within the school environment.   
 
This action by the school districts does not preclude students from being subject to 
mandatory quarantine by the Lenawee County Health Department. Michigan 
Administrative Rule 325.175 vests authority in the local health officer to exclude 
from school attendance any individual lacking documentation of immunity or 
otherwise considered susceptible to communicable disease, if, in the opinion of the 
local health officer such is necessary to control disease spread. Thus, any student 
who is subject to a mandatory quarantine by the Lenawee County Health 
Department will be prohibited from attending school and participating in school-
associated activities until such time as the quarantine period is lifted.  
 
In accordance with Public Act 339 of 2020, school employees who have been in a 
close contact with a COVID-19 positive or probable person will be required to 
quarantine unless the employee is fully vaccinated against COVID-19 or the 
employee tested positive for COVID-19 within the past 90 days.  
 
The following frequently asked questions and responses are intended to help 
address any questions that may result from this change: 
 
1. Does this impact the isolation requirement for COVID-19 positive or probable 
 students or other individuals?  
 
 No, any student or other person who has tested positive or is probable for 
 COVID-19 must stay home from school until such time as at least 10 full days 
 from the onset of symptoms (symptom onset is day zero) and at least 24 
 hours has passed with no fever without the use of fever reducing 
 medications and the symptoms must have improved.  
 
 
 

A Message from your Lenawee County Superintendents 
May 11, 2021 



Lenawee County Superintendent’s Message  
May 11, 2021  

2 

2. Does this impact students who were in close contact with a COVID-19 positive or 
 probable person outside of school? 
 
 Generally, no. Students who were in close contact with a COVID-19 positive or 
 probable person outside of school, such as in the student’s home, are required to 
 quarantine in accordance with Public Health Order 2021-1 or if ordered to do so 
 by the Lenawee County Health Department.  
 
3. Are there circumstances under which students who are close contacts in school 
 may be required to quarantine? 
 
 Yes, the Lenawee County Health Department has indicated that in cases of 
 school outbreaks students who are a close contact with a COVID-19 positive or 
 probable case will be subject to mandatory quarantine.  
 
 The definition of school “outbreak” as provided by the Lenawee County Health 
 Department is two or more laboratory-confirmed COVID-19 cases among 
 students or staff within a school with onsets within a 14-day period, who are 
 epidemiologically linked, do not share a household, and were not identified as 
 close contacts of each other in another setting during standard case 
 investigation or contact tracing as determined by the Lenawee County Health 
 Department. 
 
4. Will the schools still conduct contact tracing?  
 
 Yes, schools will still conduct contact tracing and will inform any student or other 
 individual deemed to have been in close contact with a COVID-19 positive or 
 probable person. Student close contacts may voluntarily elect to quarantine, but 
 will not be required to unless directed by the Lenawee County Health 
 Department in accordance with their authority under Michigan Administrative 
 Rule 325.175(4) or unless the student develops signs or symptoms of COVID-19.   
 
 If requested by the Lenawee County Health Department, contact tracing 
 information performed by the schools will be provided in accordance with the 
 requirements of Michigan Administrative Rule 325.174(2).    
 
5. Will close contact students who voluntarily elect to quarantine be provided with 
 educational programming? 
  
 Yes, students will be provided with the opportunity to participate in school 
 virtually as has been the case all year when students were subject to quarantine 
 or isolation orders.  
 
6. Does this change impact any other COVID-19 safety measures? 
 
 No. Staff, students, and visitors are still required to wear face masks while present 
 on school property in accordance with the requirements of the May 6, 2021, 
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Michigan Department of Health and Human Service order. Other COVID-19 
mitigation measures, including enhanced cleaning, student cohorting, 
physical distancing, and athlete testing will continue to be required in 
accordance with applicable orders and the guidance of the Lenawee County 
Health Department, Michigan Department of Health and Human Services, and 
United States Centers for Disease Control and Prevention.  

7. Does this change impact school staff?
No, in accordance with Public Act 339 of 2020, school employees who have 
been in a close contact with a COVID-19 positive or probable person will be 
required to quarantine unless the employee is fully vaccinated against COVID-19 
or the employee tested positive for COVID-19 within the past 90 days.

8. If a student is currently subject to quarantine, must the student fulfill the full 
quarantine period?
If the student was quarantined because he or she was a close contact at school, 
no, provided that the student does not have any signs or symptoms of COVID-19. 
Students who were a close contact at school and who do not have any signs or 
symptoms of COVID-19 may return to school tomorrow, Wednesday, May 12, 
2021. Athletes who were a close contact at school and who do not have any 
signs or symptoms of COVID-19 may participate in athletic practices and 
competitions beginning today, Tuesday, May 11, 2021.

9. If a student is experiencing signs or symptoms of COVID-19, can the student 
come to school?
No, the student must stay home from school for at least 10 days from the onset of 
signs or symptoms and at least 24 hours has passed with no fever without the use 
of fever reducing medications and the symptoms must have improved, unless the 
student has tested negative for COVID-19, in which the case the student must 
remain home until such time as the symptoms improve.

In addition to the changes described above, the Lenawee County Health Department 
has also indicated that the mandatory quarantine period will be reduced from 14 to 10 
days beginning on May 11, 2021.  

The challenges presented by the COVID-19 pandemic have been like no other in 
recent history. Despite these challenges, our students, staff, and community have 
largely acted with compassion and respect in complying with public health 
requirements and recommendations to prevent the spread of COVID-19.   

Lenawee County’s public school districts will continue to work closely with 
representatives from the Lenawee County Health Department to prevent the spread of 
COVID-19 within our communities. Thank you for continuing to do your part to help 
keep our students, staff, and communities safe and healthy!   
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